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§ 37.101. Applicability of Criminal Laws
The criminal laws of the state apply in the areas under the control and
jurisdiction of the board of trustees of any school district in this state.

§ 37.102. Rules; Penalty

(a) The board of trustees of a school district may adopt rules for the
safety and welfare of students, employees, and property and other rules
it considers necessary to carry out this subchapter and the governance
of the district, including rules providing for the operation and parking
of vehicles on school property. The board may adopt and charge a
reasonable fee for parking and for providing traffic control.

(b) A law or ordinance regulating traffic on a public highway or street
applies to the operation of a vehicle on school property, except as
modified by this subchapter.

(c) A person who violates any rule adopted under this subchapter
providing for the operation and parking of vehicles on school property
commits an offense. An offense under this section is a Class C
misdemeanor.

§ 37.103. Enforcement of Rules

Notwithstanding any other provision of this subchapter, the board of
trustees of a school district may authorize any officer commissioned
by the board to enforce rules adopted by the board. This subchapter is
not intended to restrict the authority of each district to adopt and
enforce appropriate rules for the orderly conduct of the district in
carrying out its purposes and objectives or the right of separate
jurisdiction relating to the conduct of its students and personnel.

§ 37.104. Courts Having Jurisdiction

The judge of a municipal court of a municipality in which, or any
justice of the peace of a county in which, property under the control
and jurisdiction of a school district is located may hear and determine
criminal cases involving violations of this subchapter or rules adopted
under this subchapter.

§ 37.105. Unauthorized Persons: Refusal of Entry, Ejection,
Identification

The board of trustees of a school district or its authorized
representative may refuse to allow a person without legitimate
business to enter on property under the board’s control and may eject
any undesirable person from the property on the person’s refusal to
leave peaceably on request. Identification may be required of any
person on the property.

§ 37.106. Vehicle Identification Insignia

The board of trustees of a school district may provide for the issuance
and use of suitable vehicle identification insignia. The board may bar
or suspend a person from driving or parking a vehicle on any school
property as a result of the person’s violation of any rule adopted by the
board or of this subchapter. Reinstatement of the privileges may be
permitted and a reasonable fee assessed.

§ 37.107. Trespass on School Grounds

An unauthorized person who trespasses on the grounds of any school
district of this state commits an offense. An offense under this section
is a Class C misdemeanor.

§ 37.108. Multihazard Emergency Operations Plan; Safety and
Security Audit
(a) Each school district or public junior college district shall adopt and
implement a multihazard emergency operations plan for use in the
district’s facilities. The plan must address mitigation, preparedness,
response, and recovery as defined by the commissioner of education or
commissioner of higher education in conjunction with the governor’s
office of homeland security. The plan must provide for:
(1) district employee training in responding to an emergency;
(2) if the plan applies to a school district, mandatory school
drills and exercises to prepare district students and employees
for responding to an emergency;
(3) measures to ensure coordination with the Department of
State Health Services and local emergency management
agencies, law enforcement, health departments, and fire
departments in the event of an emergency; and
(4) the implementation of a safety and security audit as
required by Subsection (b).
(b) At least once every three years, each school district or public junior
college district shall conduct a safety and security audit of the district’s
facilities. To the extent possible, a district shall follow safety and
security audit procedures developed by the Texas School Safety
Center or a comparable public or private entity.
(c) A school district or public junior college district shall report the
results of the safety and security audit conducted under Subsection (b)
to the district’s board of trustees and, in the manner required by the
Texas School Safety Center, to the Texas School Safety Center.
(c-1) Except as provided by Subsection (c-2), any document or
information collected, developed, or produced during a safety and
security audit conducted under Subsection (b) is not subject to
disclosure under Chapter 552, Government Code.
(c-2) A document relating to a school district’s or public junior college
district’s multihazard emergency operations plan is subject to
disclosure if the document enables a person to:
(1) verify that the district has established a plan and determine
the agencies involved in the development of the plan and the
agencies coordinating with the district to respond to an
emergency, including the Department of State Health Services,
local emergency services agencies, law enforcement agencies,
health departments, and fire departments;
(2) verify that the district’s plan was reviewed within the last
12 months and determine the specific review dates;
(3) verify that the plan addresses the four phases of emergency
management under Subsection (a);
(4) verify that district employees have been trained to respond
to an emergency and determine the types of training, the
number of employees trained, and the person conducting the
training;
(5) verify that each campus in the district has conducted
mandatory emergency drills and exercises in accordance with
the plan and determine the frequency of the drills;
(6) if the district is a school district, verify that the district has



established a plan for responding to a train derailment if
required under Subsection (d);
(7) verify that the district has completed a safety and security
audit under Subsection (b) and determine the date the audit was
conducted, the person conducting the audit, and the date the
district presented the results of the audit to the district’s board
of trustees;
(8) verify that the district has addressed any recommendations
by the district’s board of trustees for improvement of the plan
and determine the district’s progress within the last 12 months;
and
(9) if the district is a school district, verify that the district has
established a visitor policy and identify the provisions
governing access to a district building or other district
property.
(d) A school district shall include in its multihazard emergency
operations plan a policy for responding to a train derailment near a
district school. A school district is only required to adopt the policy
described by this subsection if a district school is located within 1,000
yards of a railroad track, as measured from any point on the school’s
real property boundary line. The school district may use any available
community resources in developing the policy described by this
subsection.

§ 37.109. School Safety and Security Committee

(@) In accordance with guidelines established by the Texas School

Safety Center, each school district shall establish a school safety and

security committee.

(b) The committee shall:
(1) participate on behalf of the district in developing and
implementing emergency plans consistent with the district
multihazard emergency operations plan required by Section
37.108(a) to ensure that the plans reflect specific campus,
facility, or support services needs;
(2) provide the district with any campus, facility, or support
services information required in connection with a safety and
security audit required by Section 37.108(b), a safety and
security audit report required by Section 37.108(c), or another
report required to be submitted by the district to the Texas
School Safety Center; and
(3) review each report required to be submitted by the district
to the Texas School Safety Center to ensure that the report
contains accurate and complete information regarding each
campus, facility, or support service in accordance with criteria
established by the center.

§ 37.1081. School Safety Certification Program
(a) The Texas School Safety Center, in consultation with the School
Safety Task Force established under Section 37.1082, shall develop a
school safety certification program.
(b) The Texas School Safety Center shall award a school safety
certificate to a school district that:
(1) has adopted and implemented a multihazard emergency
operations plan as required under Section 37.108 and that
includes in that plan:
(A) measures for security of facilities and grounds;
(B) measures for communication with parents and the
media in the event of an emergency; and
(C) an outline of safety training for school employees;
(2) demonstrates to the center with current written self-audit
processes that the district conducts at least one drill per year for
each of the following types of drills:
(A) aschool lockdown drill;
(B) an evacuation drill;
(C) aweather-related emergency drill;
(D) areverse evacuation drill; and

(E) ashelter-in-place drill;
(3) is in compliance with Sections 37.108(b) and (c); and
(4) meets any other eligibility criteria as recommended by the
School Safety Task Force.
(c) The certification program is abolished and this section expires
September 1, 2017.
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§ 37.1082. School Safety Task Force
(a) The School Safety Task Force is established to:
(1) study, on an ongoing basis, best practices for school
multihazard emergency operations planning; and
(2) based on those studies, make recommendations to the
legislature, the Texas School Safety Center, and the governor's
office of homeland security.
(b) The task force is composed of:
(1) the chief of the Texas Division of Emergency
Management, or the chief's designee;
(2) the training director of the Advanced Law Enforcement
Rapid Response Training Center at Texas State
University--San Marcos, or the training director's designee;
(3) the chairperson of the Texas School Safety Center, or the
chairperson's designee; and
(4) the agency director of the Texas A&M Engineering
Extension Service, or the agency director's designee.
(c) The chief of the Texas Division of Emergency Management, or the
chief's designee, shall serve as the presiding officer of the task force.
(d) A member of the task force is not entitled to compensation for
service on the task force but is entitled to reimbursement for actual and
necessary expenses incurred in performing task force duties.
(e) In performing the task force's duties under this section for schools,
the task force shall consult with and consider recommendations from
school district and school personnel, including school safety personnel
and educators, and from first responders, emergency managers, local
officials, representatives of appropriate nonprofit organizations, and
other interested parties with knowledge and experience concerning
school emergency operations planning.
(f) Not later than September 1 of each even-numbered year, the task
force shall prepare and submit to the legislature a report concerning the
results of the task force's most recent study, including any
recommendations for statutory changes the task force considers
necessary or appropriate to improve school multihazard emergency
operations.
(9) The task force is abolished and this section expires September 1,
2017.
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§ 37.110. Information Regarding Gang-Free Zones

The superintendent of each public school district and the administrator
of each private elementary or secondary school located in the public
school district shall ensure that the student handbook for each campus
in the public school district includes information on gang-free zones
and the consequences of engaging in organized criminal activity
within those zones.
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